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Staining techniques 

The method of 

Finkelman (1971) 

APPENDIX 1 

staining 

was used 

developed 

in the 

by Lindholm 

identification 

and 

of 

ferroan/non-ferroan calcite and dolomite. Both the calcite 

and dolomite readily stained. Non-ferroan calcite stains 

red, ferroan calcite mauve to purple, and dolomite blue. 

Method: 

11 The solution consists of 1 gram of Alizarin Red-S 

and 5 grams of K-ferricyanide, dissolved in 1 litre 

of 0.2 HCL. 

21 The 0.2 solution of HCL was prepared by adding 2 ml 

of concentrated < 12 normal> HCL to 998 ml of 

distilled water (always add acid to water). 

3/ 0.5 g of Alzarin Red-S and 2.5 g of K-ferricyanide 

were dissolved in 500 ml of the 0.2 HCL solution. 

41 One half of the thin section was immersed in the 0.2 

HCL etching solution for 30 seconds. 

5/ The etched half was then immersed in the staining 

solution at room temperature for 2-4 minutes. 

6/ After staining the sections were rinsed in distilled 

water and allowed to air dry. 

The solution must be prepared fresh, since it gradually 

oxidizes, to ensure proper stain colouration. 
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