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Description. The shell of Pholadomya (Pholadomya) 
cornigata is of moderate to large size, obliquely-ovate, 
strongly inflated, and has a narrow gape at the posterior 
end. The well rounded umbones are situated about one- 
third to one-fourth of the shell length from the anterior 
end and protrude distinctly beyond the hinge line. The 
incurved beaks are slightly prosogyrous. The ventral 
margin is regularly curved, passing laterally into the 
strongly convex posterior margin and the steeper, less 
convex anterior margin. The posterodorsal margin is 
straight to slightly concave. Weak posterodorsal umbonal 
ridges enclose a narrow escutcheon.

All specimens exhibit distinct, rounded, commarginal 
growth rugae. The commarginal rugae are of about equal 
strength and evenly spaced in most specimens, but 
occasionally are more irregular in spacing and strength. 
Commonly, the growth rugae are fading anteriorly and 
posterodorsally and in some specimens become obsolete. 
Growth lines are well developed in specimens with shell 
preservation. The radial ornament is very weakly 
developed and barely noticeable to unrecognizable in 
poorly preserved steinkerns. It consists of 7-12 faint 
radial ribs which arise high on the beak and fade away 
before they reach the ventral margin.

Remarks. A substantial part o f specimens o f Ph. 
corrugata collected in the Andean Cordillera does not 
exhibit radial ribs, and for this reason may be confused 
with HornomycK a genus which lacks radial ribs except 
in earliest stages of growth but otherwise strongly 
resembles Ph. (Pholadomya). This shows how important 
it is to study whole populations rather than single 
specimens, and to base identifications on well preserved 
material.

! �"#���� � �� � ��	� $%����� � (1995) erected two new 
subgenera of Pholadomya based on material from the 
Jurassic of New Zealand and New Caledonia. One 
subgenus, Moewakamya % is described as exhibiting 
„subterminal beaks, regular concentric plicae and few 
very weak radials posteriorly and centrally, with 
escutcheon bordered by dorsal umbonal ridges, and with 
posterior gape very narrow or absent" �! �"#���� � �  
� ��	� $%�� ���� � 1995: 54). The presence of a narrow 
posterior gape, relatively regular commarginal rugae and 
a few weak radial ribs in Ph. corrugata are strongly 
reminiscent of Moewakamya. However, in Ph. corrugata 
the beak is not subterminal and the radial ribs fade both 
anteriorly and posteriorly rather than being strongest 
posterodorsal ly as in Moewakamya.

The type material of Ph. corrugata was searched for 
but could not be traced in the following institutions in 
Germany: Geowissenschaftliches Zentrum, Universitat 
Gottingen: Institut fur llmweltgeologie, Technische 
Universitat Braunschweig; Institut fur Geologie und

Palaontologie, Technische Universitat Clausthal: Institut 
fur Geologie und Palaontologie. Universitat Hannover: 
Institut fur Geologie und Palaontologie, Universitat 
Marburg; Niedersachsisches Landesmuseum Hannover: 
and Roemer- und Pelizaeus-Museum Hildesheim. In the 
drawing provided by � ��� � �� � &	��� � (1837: pi. 1, fig. 
6). Ph. corrugata lacks radial ribs and is weakly inflated. 
According to % ��'�� � (1874: 11), this specimen is 
strongly deformed and very untypical of Ph. corrugata. 
A much better description and figures of Ph. corrugata 
have subsequently been provided by % ��'�� � (1874: pi. 
2, figs. 1-4, pi. 5, figs. 4-6, pi. 8, fig. 1). To evaluate 
whether Ph. corrugata is indeed synonymous with Ph. 
angustata J. � ������ � (1822: 29. pi. 327), as was 
suggested by ( �)*	��� � (1917: 33), is beyond the scope 
of this study and requires thorough examination of 
original material.

Nominal species of Liassic European Pholadomya 
which are comparable to Ph. cornigata in size, shape 
and style of ribbing and which therefore are regarded as 
junior synonyms include: Ph. glabra � )�''�� � from the 
Liassic of southern Germany, northern France and 
Luxemburg �� )�''�� � 1842:69.pl. 3, figs. 12-14; ! ��#&�'  
� � � ����+&� � 1853: 114, pi. 16, fig. 2; , &�	'���� � 1856: 
81. pi. 10. fig. 2; � &"������ � 1864: 45, pi. 5, figs. 7-8): 
Ph. arenacea - ��+&�" � (1855: 284, pi. 18, fig. 9) and 
Ph. heberti - ��+&�" � (1855: 285, pi. 18, fig. 10) from 
the Heltangian of Luxemburg: Ph. prima , �*�	'����  
(1856: 49, pi. 5, fig. 2; � &"������ � 1864: 45, pi. 5, figs. 
9-1 O') from the Hettangian of southern Germany; and Ph. 
beyrichi � ��� . 	���� � (1863: 537, pi. 13, fig. 1) from the 
Lower Pliensbachian of northern Germany. European 
specimens o f Ph. cornigata usually have a greater length 
to height ratio than most Chilean representatives of the 
species. Due to the existence of transitional forms, 
however, both are placed within the same species.

The Chilean specimens are certainly conspecific with 
Ph. corrugata from the upper Lower Jurassic of Piedra 
Pintada, west-central Argentina �� ��	  � � 1942: 184, pi. 
12. figs. 2-3). Pholadomya cf. hemicardia ( ��" /� �� ��	��  
1942: 184, pi. 16, fig. 1) from the same locality is a 
strongly deformed specimen, lacking the umbonal part 
and exhibiting five narrow ribs in the right valve. The 
poor preservational state renders an unquestionable 
identification im possible. The same is true o f 
Pholadomya sp. � � ����	�'�	 � 1891: 385, 1922: 170. 
GZG Go Orig K 497-26) from the Lower Jurassic of 
Rio Salado, Mendoza Province, Argentina. The 
articulated specimen lacks the anterior, posteroventral 
and umbonal part, but presence of commarginal grow th 
rugae and a fewr faint radial ribs are reminiscent of the 
ornamentation of Ph. corrugata. In contrast, Pholadomya 
hemicardia ( ��" /� �0 ����'�� � 1926a: 193. pi. 1, figs. 2-3; 
PL 10, Figs. 1-2) from Rio Atuel and Pholadomya cf.
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